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Appendix B

Table B.1. Average Age of Data (in years) on the Three Social Indicators

The table below gives the average age of the latest internationally available data for three key indica-
tors—the under-5 mortality rate, the percentage of children who reach grade 5, and the percentage of
under-5s who are underweight.

The more up-to-date statistics used by most governments and international organizations are often
interpolated or extrapolated from past surveys. The table shows the number of years that have elapsed, on
average, between the last national on-the-ground surveys and the year 1995.

In some cases, governments may have more recent statistics that have not yet been made available to
the United Nations.

A small number of countries have no known date at all for certain indicators. Published data for such
countries usually represent estimates based on neighboring countries at similar levels of gross national
product per capita. New nations are excluded from this list when most of the available statistics predate
independence.

Sub-Saharan Africa

Madagascar 2.3 Mauritius 4.7 Central African Rep. 10.7
Kenya 2.7 Niger 4.7 Gambia 10.7
Burkina Faso 3.3 Cameroon 5.0 Mozambique 10.7
Ghana 3.3 Zambia 5.0 Sierra Leone 10.7
Malawi 3.3 Côte d’Ivoire 5.3 Benin 11.3
Namibia 3.3 Nigeria 5.3 Guinea 11.3
Tanzania 3.3 Uganda 5.7 Angola 11.7
Zimbabwe 3.3 Eritrea 6.0 Chad 12.0
Burundi 3.7 Botswana 6.3 Gabon 12.0
Senegal 3.7 Togo 6.3 Guinea–Bissau 12.3
Rwanda 4.0 Zaire 6.3 Somalia 12.7
South Africa 4.0 Ethiopia 6.7 Liberia 14.0
Mauritania 4.3 Mali 7.0
Lesotho 4.7 Congo 9.0

Middle East and North Africa

Turkey 2.7 Iraq 4.3 Tunisia 5.3
Egypt 3.3 Jordan 4.3 Israel 6.3
Morocco 3.3 Sudan 4.3 Saudi Arabia 9.0
Oman 3.3 Algeria 4.7 U. Arab Emirates 9.0
Syria 3.7 Yemen 4.7 Lebanon 12.3
Iran 4.3 Kuwait 5.0 Libya 15.0
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Central Asia

Afghanistan 12 * Kazakstan – Turkmenistan –
Armenia – Krgyzstan – Uzbekistan –
Azerbaijan – Tajikistan –

Asia and Pacific

New Zealand 2.0 * Philippines 4.7 Myanmar 7.3
Australia 2.5 * Vietnam 4.7 Singapore 7.3
China 2.7 Malaysia 5.0 Mongolia 8.0
India 2.7 Bangladesh 5.3 Hong Kong 8.3
Japan 3.0 * Indonesia 5.3 Korea (South) 8.3
Nepal 3.0 Pakistan 5.3 Papua New Guinea 9.7
Sri Lanka 4.0 Thailand 6.0 Cambodia 10.3
Laos 4.3 Bhutan 7.0 Korea (North) 12.7

Americas

Chile 2.3 Panama 4.3 Honduras 5.7
Costa Rica 2.3 Jamaica 4.7 Trinidad/Tobago 5.7
Bolivia 3.0 Paraguay 4.7 Peru 6.0
Canada 3.5 * Colombia 5.0 Brazil 6.3
United States 3.5 * El Salvador 5.0 Cuba 6.3
Dominican Rep. 3.7 Venezuela 5.0 Ecuador 7.7
Haiti 4.3 Mexico 5.3 Argentina 11.7

Europe

Bulgaria 1.5 * Finland 2.0 * Spain 2.5 *
Estonia 1.5 * Italy 2.0 * Greece 3.0 *
Hungary 1.5 * Lithuania 2.0 * Norway 3.0 *
Poland 1.5 * Romania 2.0 * Albania 3.5 *
Russian Fed. 1.5 * Slovakia 2.0 * Netherlands 4.0 *
Slovenia 1.5 * Ukraine 2.0 * Portugal 8.5 *
Sweden 1.5 * Belarus 2.5 * United Kingdom 9.0 *
Switzerland 1.5 * Denmark 2.5 * Bosnia–Herzegovina –
TFYR Macedonia 1.5 * France 2.5 * Croatia –
Austria 2.0 * Germany 2.5 * Georgia –
Belgium 2.0 * Ireland 2.5 * Moldova –
Czech Republic 2.0 * Latvia 2.5 * Yugoslavia –

* Underweight not included.

Source: The Process of Nations 1996, United Nations Children’s Fund, New York.

Table B.1. Average Age of Data (in years) on the Three Social Indicators—
continued
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Table B-2. Distribution of Countries and of Population
By Region and Recency of Reliable Data on Population Size

Year of latest data
Before Before

1990– 1985– 1980– 1980 or 1990– 1985– 1980– 1980 or
Total 95 89 84 none Total 95 89 84 none

Region Number of countries Midyear population: 1996 (millions)
World 227 110 57 40 20 5,772 2,909 2,256 480 128

Less developed
countries 171 63 48 40 20 4,601 2,226 1,768 480 128
More developed
countries 56 47 9 – – 1,171 683 488 – –

Africa 57 13 20 16 8 732 225 257 220 30
Sub-Saharan Africa 51 13 17 14 7 594 225 155 190 25
North Africa 6 – 3 2 1 137 – 102 30 5

Near East 16 4 4 4 4 157 66 27 23 41
Asia 27 13 7 4 3 3,271 1,660 1,382 194 35
Latin America and the

Caribbean 45 25 4 14 2 489 396 46 42 4
Europe and the New

Independent States 56 41 14 – 1 800 507 276 – 17
Western 28 28 – – – 387 387 – – –
Eastern 13 13 – – – 120 120 – – 17
New independent states 15 – 14 – 1 293 – 276 – 17

Baltics 3 – 3 – – 266 – 266 – –
Commonwealth of

independent states 12 – 11 – 1 285 – 268 – 17
North America 5 3 2 – – 295 29 267 – –
Oceania 21 11 6 2 2 29 27 2 – (Z)

Percent distribution of
Number of countries Population

World 100 48 25 18 9 100 50 39 8 2
Developing countries 100 37 28 23 12 100 48 38 10 3
Industrial countries 100 84 16 – – 100 58 42 – –

Africa 100 23 35 28 14 100 31 35 30 4
Sub-Saharan Africa 100 25 33 27 14 100 38 26 32 4
North Africa 100 – 50 33 17 100 – 74 22 4

Near East 100 25 25 25 25 100 42 17 15 26
Asia 100 48 26 15 11 100 51 42 6 1
Latin America and

the Caribbean 100 56 9 31 4 100 81 9 9 1
Europe and the New

Independent States 100 73 25 – 2 100 63 34 – 2
Western 100 100 – – – 100 100 – – –
Eastern 100 100 – – – 100 100 – – –
New independent states 100 – 93 – 7 100 – 94 – 6
Baltics 100 – 100 – – 100 – 100 – –
Commonwealth of
independent states 100 – 92 – 8 100 – 94 – 6

North America 100 60 40 – – 100 10 90 – –
Oceania 100 52 29 10 10 100 92 6 2 (Z)

– Represents zero.
(Z) Fewer than 500,000 or less than 0.5 percent
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Table B-3. Distribution of Countries and of Population
By Region and Recency of Reliable Data on Fertility

Year of latest data
Before Before

1990– 1985– 1980– 1980 or 1990– 1985– 1980– 1980 or
Total 95 89 84 none Total 95 89 84 none

Region Number of countries Midyear population: 1996 (millions)
World 227 137 42 19 29 5,772 4,970 294 282 226

Developing countries 171 84 40 18 29 4,601 3,799 294 282 226
Industrial countries 56 53 2 1 – 1,171 1,171 (Z) – –

Africa 57 23 10 12 12 732 308 113 265 45
Sub-Saharan Africa 51 20 9 12 10 594 240 50 265 39
North Africa 6 3 1 – 2 137 68 64 – 6

Near East 16 11 1 1 3 157 95 2 16 45
Asia 27 14 5 – 8 3,271 2,995 145 – 131
Latin America and the

Caribbean 45 28 14 2 1 489 454 33 1 1
Europe and the New

Independent States 56 55 – 1 – 800 800 – – –
Western 28 27 – 1 – 387 387 – – –
Eastern 13 13 – – – 120 120 – – –
New independent states 15 15 – – – 293 293 – – –

Baltics 3 3 – – – 266 266 – – –
Commonwealth of

independent states 12 12 – – – 285 285 – – –
North America 5 3 2 – – 295 295 (Z) – –
Oceania 21 3 10 3 5 29 23 1 (Z) 5

Percent distribution of
Number of countries Population

World 100 60 19 8 13 100 86 5 5 4
Developing countries 100 49 23 11 17 100 83 6 6 5
Industrial countries 100 95 4 2 – 100 100 (Z) – –

Africa 100 40 18 21 21 100 42 15 36 6
Sub-Saharan Africa 100 39 18 24 20 100 40 8 45 7
North Africa 100 50 17 – 33 100 50 46 – 4

Near East 100 69 6 6 19 100 60 1 10 28
Asia 100 52 19 – 30 100 92 4 – 4
Latin America and the
Caribbean 100 62 31 4 2 100 93 7 – –
Europe and the New
Independent States 100 98 – 2 – 100 100 – – –

Western 100 96 – 4 – 100 100 – – –
Eastern 100 100 – – – 100 100 – – –
New independent states 100 100 – – – 100 100 – – –

Baltics 100 100 – – – 100 100 – – –
Commonwealth of

independent states 100 100 – – – 100 100 – – –
North America 100 60 40 – – 100 100 (Z) – –
Oceania 100 14 48 14 24 100 78 4 1 17

– Represents zero.
(Z) Fewer than 500,000 or less than 0.5 percent
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Table B-4. Distribution of Countries and of Population
By Region and Recency of Reliable Data on Mortality

Year of latest data
Before Before

1990– 1985– 1980– 1980 or 1990– 1985– 1980– 1980 or
Total 95 89 84 none Total 95 89 84 none

Region Number of countries Midyear population: 1996 (millions)
World 227 125 47 15 40 5,772 3,665 356 1,361 391

Developing countries 171 71 45 15 40 4,601 2,494 356 1,361 391
Industrial countries 56 54 2 – – 1,171 1,171 (Z) – –

Africa 57 21 10 6 20 732 293 206 100 126
Sub-Saharan Africa 51 19 8 6 18 594 234 134 265 39
North Africa 6 2 2 – 2 137 59 73 – 6
Near East 16 7 3 2 4 157 85 6 20 47

Asia 27 11 5 3 8 3,271 1,745 86 1,232 207
Latin America and the

Caribbean 45 24 19 1 1 489 423 57 8 (Z)
Europe and the New

Independent States 56 56 – – – 800 800 – – –
Western 28 28 – – – 387 387 – – –
Eastern 13 13 – – – 120 120 – – –
New independent states 15 15 – – – 293 293 – – –

Baltics 3 3 – – – 266 266 – – –
Commonwealth of

independent states 12 12 – – – 285 285 – – –
North America 5 3 2 – – 295 295 (Z) – –
Oceania 21 3 8 3 7 29 23 1 1 5

Percent distribution of
Number of countries Population

World 100 55 21 7 18 100 63 6 24 7
Developing countries 100 42 26 9 23 100 54 8 30 8
Industrial countries 100 96 4 – – 100 100 (Z) – –

Africa 100 37 18 11 35 100 40 28 14 18
Sub-Saharan Africa 100 37 16 12 35 100 39 23 17 21
North Africa 100 33 33 – 33 100 43 53 – 4

Near East 100 44 19 13 25 100 54 4 13 20
Asia 100 41 19 11 30 100 53 3 38 6
Latin America and the
Caribbean 100 53 42 2 2 100 87 12 2 (Z)
Europe and the New
Independent States 100 100 – – – 100 100 – – –

Western 100 100 – – – 100 100 – – –
Eastern 100 100 – – – 100 100 – – –
New independent states 100 100 – – – 100 100 – – –

Baltics 100 100 – – – 100 100 – – –
Commonwealth of
independent states 100 100 – – – 100 100 – – –

North America 100 60 40 – – 100 100 (Z) – –
Oceania 100 14 38 14 33 100 78 3 2 17

– Represents zero.
(Z) Fewer than 500,000 or less than 0.5 percent
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Table B-5. Distribution of Countries and of Population
By Region and Recency of Reliable Data on Contraceptive Prevalence

Year of latest data
Before Before

1990– 1985– 1980– 1980 or 1990– 1985– 1980– 1980 or
Total 95 89 84 none Total 95 89 84 none

Region Number of countries Midyear population: 1996 (millions)
World 227 74 41 18 94 5,772 4,190 1,071 99 412

Developing countries 171 59 33 13 66 4,601 3,638 668 37 259
Industrial countries 56 15 8 5 28 1,171 552 404 63 153

Africa 57 23 11 3 20 732 445 187 22 77
Sub-Saharan Africa 51 21 9 3 18 594 386 115 22 71
North Africa 6 2 2 – 2 137 59 73 – 6

Near East 16 4 5 – 7 157 96 27 – 35
Asia 27 11 6 1 9 3,271 3,029 171 3 68
Latin America and the

Caribbean 45 14 11 4 16 489 122 283 7 77
Europe and the New

Independent States 56 22 6 4 24 800 498 119 34 149
Western 28 4 4 4 16 387 167 107 34 78
Eastern 13 3 2 – 8 120 37 12 – 71
New independent states 15 15 – – – 293 293 – – –

Baltics 3 3 – – – 266 – 266 – –
Commonwealth of

independent states 12 12 – – – 285 285 – – –
North America 5 – 1 1 3 295 – 266 29 (Z)
Oceania 21 – 1 5 15 29 – 18 5 6

Percent distribution of
Number of countries Population

World 100 33 18 8 41 100 73 19 2 7
Developing countries 100 35 19 8 39 100 79 15 1 6
Industrial countries 100 27 14 9 50 100 47 34 5 13

Africa 100 40 19 5 35 100 61 26 3 11
Sub-Saharan Africa 100 41 18 6 35 100 65 19 4 12
North Africa 100 33 33 – 33 100 43 53 – 4

Near East 100 25 31 – 44 100 61 17 – 22
Asia 100 41 22 4 33 100 93 5 (Z) 2
Latin America and the
Caribbean 100 31 24 9 36 100 25 58 1 16
Europe and the New
Independent States 100 39 11 7 43 100 62 15 4 19

Western 100 14 14 14 57 100 43 28 9 20
Eastern 100 23 15 – 62 100 31 10 – 59
New independent states 100 100 – – – 100 100 – – –

Baltics 100 100 – – – 100 – 100 – –
Commonwealth of

independent states 100 100 – – – 100 100 – – –
North America 100 – 20 20 60 100 – 90 10 (Z)
Oceania 100 – 5 24 71 100 – 63 16 21

– Represents zero.
(Z) Fewer than 500,000 or less than 0.5 percent
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